Celebrating Our Alumni
Saturday, September 17, 2011

11:00 am • College of Nursing

Alumni Celebration Dinner
Four Points by Sheraton, Downtown Peoria
(formerly Holiday Inn City Center)

Rooms for overnight stay are available
for $55 by mentioning this event

If questions, call (309) 624-9933 or email
helene.c.batzek@osfhealthcare.org

Mary Donnelly, ’79 , President, Alumni Association
We are at the end of another year of alumni activities. Many
thanks for your support through membership, donations and
attendance at meetings and events. It’s time to evaluate the
past year’s activities and ask for your feedback on how we
can continue to grow and meet your needs.

Alumni Association
Members Only Brunch

6:30-11:30 pm

Alumni Update

“Mirror, Mirror on the Wall”
Who is the fairest Alumnus of them all?
Saint Francis Medical Center College of
Nursing is very proud of our alumni. You
are the reflection of the College and for
over 100 years have made us one of the
finest nursing colleges in the State.
Homecoming this year will take on a new
face, that of an Alumni Dinner with...
• Cocktails and Conversation
• Dinner
• Silent Auction
• Entertainment
• Alumni Awards
• Drawing for free lifetime
membership ($250 value)
For this event to be possible we need a
minimum of 100 attendees. So please get
your classmates together and plan on a
great evening.
Tickets are only $40 per person.
RSVP to Helene Batzek
or call 309-655-3262 ASAP!!!

Celebrating Anniversaries
1931 • 1936 • 1941 • 1946 • 1951 • 1956 • 1961 • 1966 • 1971 • 1976 • 1981 • 1986 • 1991 • 1996 • 2001 • 2006 • 2010

The Friday Fun Night and afternoon open house at
homecoming has had consistently low attendance while
the Members Only Brunch has seen growth.This coming
year we will try something new. We’ll keep the Saturday
morning brunch and combine the Friday evening and
Saturday afternoon activities into an evening dinner
celebration. Additional information is provided elsewhere
in this newsletter. Many have anniversaries with a 5 or 0
at the end. We hope you’ll use this opportunity to come
together with your class and celebrate.
The February Workshop has seen small but consistent
growth and we have been able to increase the discount
offered to our members. We do not have a topic for this
coming year or a presenter. If you have an idea or would
like to help us by presenting, please let us know.
Distribution of Halloween and Christmas candy to the
student body continues to be welcomed by students.Thank
you to all who donated money for the candy purchases and
decorations.Thank you to Sheila Gibbs for donating the
Halloween candy and to Carolee Ferris for coordinating the
Christmas candy.
Students have expressed appreciation in alumni attendance
and assistance at the All College Thanksgiving Dinner.Thank
you to Kathy Rosenbaum, Carolee Ferris, Janet Shipley, and
Mary Jo Gebhardt for volunteering this year.
Cookie Day during nurse’s week continues to be successful.
Students love meeting alumni and “swapping” stories while
chomping on a cookie.Thank you for your donations of
money to purchase the cookies. A special thanks to Carolee
Ferris for chairing this event and Mary Jo Gebhardt, Kathy
Rosenbaum Janet Shipley and Cary Vincent who
volunteered their time to distribute the cookies.

We continue to provide graduates with an Alumni lunch
bag and a one year free membership at Senior Send-Off. Your
visible presence up front when we are inviting graduates to
join is appreciated.
Membership numbers remain low compared to the number
of alumni. Please help us understand what would encourage
you to attend meetings. If more attended just one meeting
a year, our numbers would increase significantly. We are
posting current membership by year of graduation to help
you visualize our current status. On a positive note, we
started at 0 when we began six years ago! Many have shared
yearly dues renewal time sneaks up on them and lifetime
dues are too much. One alternative would be to send in two,
three or four years at a time. We have kept our dues at 10.00
as an incentive. With a larger membership and attendance
at meetings and events, we could offer more. Restaurants
are not eager to reserve rooms or speakers present when
numbers are low. Many of you belong to more than one
organization and it is understandably difficult to find time
to attend. We have decreased the number of meetings to five
per year with two as off campus dinner meetings.The dinner
meetings off campus have been a great way to combine
meetings and social time. Consider that membership can
keep you connected at a different level and allows you to
continue to give back to the college. We can only be as
strong as our membership.
I hope this review has been helpful. Our college has a long
tradition of excellence and a strong alumni association can
assist that tradition in many ways. Please take time to offer
feedback on how we can grow in numbers and plan
activities that will motivate you to join and attend.
We want to hear your ideas.

We Need Your Email Address
Would you like to receive Alumni Association news via email?
Email helene.c.batzek@osfhealthcare.org to be added to our email list.
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